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Adopt Thames Valley

Adopt Thames Valley (ATV) is a Regional Adoption Agency, established in December 2017,
by Bracknell Forest Council, Oxfordshire County Council, Reading Borough Council, Royal
Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead, Swindon Council, West Berkshire Council and
Wokingham Council. Oxfordshire County Council is the host authority. ATV is responsible
for all adoptive families across the region and special guardianship families in Wokingham
and Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead. ATV Anchor Team will be working with
families across the region, except for those living within Oxfordshire, who access
therapeutic support via the ATTACH team.

The Model

With a foundation in a shared understanding of the impact of early attachment relationships
and developmental trauma on all aspects of an individual’s functioning, our multi-
disciplinary team will work with families across ATV to provide a wide range of support
across multiple areas of need; educational, psychological, sensory integration.

Our aim, to build a specialist multi-disciplinary team enhancing in-house therapeutic
provision to ensure good outcomes for families, value for money and financial sustainability.

The Team

Justine Manning Service Manager (part time)

Dr Claire Holdaway Consultant Clinical Psychologist (part time)
Dr Emily Marshall Clinical Psychologist

Dr Chiara Sambo-Robson Clinical Psychologist (part time)

Dr Alice Melin Clinical Psychologist (part time)

Dr Jordan Self Educational Psychologist

Shirley Popat Therapeutic Senior Social Worker (part time)
Cat MaclLeod Therapeutic Senior Social Worker (part time)
Anna Mitchell Occupational Therapist

Lucy Harwood Administrator (part time)
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The Funding

A 2-year period (1st April 2023 to 31st March 2025) of funding to develop innovative
multidisciplinary and multi-agency services to adopted children, young people, and families.
The funding enables the exploration, creation, and development of a support system, which is
delivered, and sustainably funded, in partnerships between the adoption agency, health and
education sector and the local authorities.

The Development

ATV is keen to build on the successful model offered by the ATTACH team within Oxfordshire.
The Department for Education funding allows the development of ATV Anchor team, a partner
team operating across the rest of the region, which aims to improve the quality and timeliness
of adoption and special guardianship support assessments and support plans and offer timely
specialist multidisciplinary assessments and therapeutic support for families with complex
needs.

ATV Anchor team is underpinned by a collective understanding, in terms of theory and
practice, of adoptive and Special Guardianship families' needs.

The team will:

Offer families a single point of connection.

Provide a space where stories will be heard and understood.

Meet the therapeutic and educational needs of adoptive and special
guardianship families.

Build relationships with partners in health, education, social care and the third
sector across the region.

Understand and co-ordinate the expertise of local agencies and organisations.

Develop guidance and resources for parents/carers and other professionals that
supports understanding of the breadth of need of adoptive and SGO families.

Support and advocate for families to ensure that their needs are better
understood and met, with a particular focus on care pathways within health and
support within education

Provide training and consultation, supporting others in developing best
practice.

Involve experts in experience to guide the team’s development at all levels.
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The Anchor Team aims to:

improve family stability
meet the mental health needs of our young people
improve success in education for our children and young people

Outcomes

Working together to help children, young people and their families to thrive.

A clear focus on creating opportunities where the voices and experiences of our families
can directly inform service development.

Families will have a single point of contact and will not have to repeat their stories to a
range of professionals to access the right support.

Improved advocacy for those with specific health and educational needs.

Improved pathways into health services.

Improved collaborative working with colleagues and families.

Developing a shared language between social workers, therapists, and partners.
Develop strong partnerships with Virtual School Heads (VSHs) and professional
education organisations to improve the support offered for children & young people so
that they can obtain similar/better education outcomes to their peers.

Promotion / embedding of evidence-based practice.

Specialist knowledge and expertise can contribute to hub and spoke support model for
professionals and those with parental responsibility.

Specialist psychological assessments with a clear focus on formulation to guide
intervention and best practice, both within the team and in terms of the quality and
nature of services offered by private providers.

Collaborative work to produce excellent guidance and resources for parents/carers and
providers of education that champion the educational attendance, attainment, and
progress of Previously Cared for Children.

More timely responses to enquiries about education and easier access to guidance and
resources / frequently asked questions.

To develop a responsive and resilient workforce.

We will achieve this through work:

At a strategic level with

At an organisational At an individual level
level with colleagues with families and young

artner organisations
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Referral Criteria

ATV Anchor Team aims to place as few barriers to care as possible. Thus, the team accepts

referrals for consideration based on concerns regarding family/placement stability in its
broadest sense. The team aims to meet the needs of families whose difficulties are
underpinned by their child’s early experiences of developmental trauma and/or the
adoption process.

The team will offer consultation to professionals regarding adoptive and Special
Guardianship families that may not meet the threshold for assessment.

The team works with:
1. Adoptive families and those special guardianship families under the care of Adopt
Thames Valley
2.Children and their families from O years up until the age of 18 years.

Referrals will be accepted where there are:
e Concerns about relationships within the family/with care givers
e Concerns about the child’s emotional and behavioural functioning.
e Children/young people who are experiencing difficulties both within education and at
home.
e Children with sensory integration needs
e Concerns about family stability

ATV Anchor Team will refer to/recommend referral to CAMHS;
1.If there are concerns about the presence of a psychiatric condition, e.g.
neurodevelopmental conditions, eating disorder, that requires their diagnosis and/or
support
2.If it is felt that a young person would benefit from medication relating to their needs.

3.1f there are concerns about risk associated with mental health e.g. high level of self-harm

or suicidal ideation

The team will not accept referrals where;

1. The request is to assess the capacity of parents/carers

2. The team is being asked to fill a core social care role

3. It is determined that the family’s needs would be better met by another local service
4. A child/young person’s difficulties are solely within education

5. There is a clear mental health need which should be met by CAMHS

How to refer:
Please email the Anchor Team to request a referral form or for

further information about consultations and training:
ATV.AnchorTeam@oxfordshire.gov.uk
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