
This session focuses on the impact of developmental trauma on
the brain, drawing on the latest research in neuroscience and
considering the implications for practice. Understanding in this
area is still only developing, and so it is important to focus on
what we do know and how this can positively influence the way
we support children and young people who have experienced
developmental trauma.   

PACE stands for Playfulness, Acceptance, Curiosity and Empathy. Being
PACEful enables you to have effective, empowering interactions with
children who have experienced trauma and who, as a result, do not respond
to you in the same way as other children you teach. It is a useful classroom
tool for all children, not just those who have had a difficult start to life.
This session is designed to help staff to learn more about this approach
and practice using it over the course of the workshop.

This session explores the contrast between behaviour management and behaviour
support approaches, particularly the role of relationships when working with adoptive
and SGO children and young people displaying behaviours that challenge school staff.
This session aims to make sense of behaviour, deepen understanding and knowledge of
behavioural and emotional regulation, and to offer practical ways approaches of
supporting these children and young people in school. 

Best practice for schools working with
adoptive and SGO children

Trauma & the Brain: What do we know?

PACE in Education Workshop

This session is designed to offer an overview of the impact of difficult early life
experiences, attachment needs, and trauma for adoptive and SGO children in
education. This includes an introduction to the latest theories and research on
the experiences of adoptive and SGO children, along with evidence-informed
practice suggestions for schools to support these children and young people. 

Making sense of behaviour that challenges

ATV Anchor Team: 
Educational Psychology Training 



Speech Language and Communication Needs (SLCN) are one of the
most commonly identified areas of special educational need (SEN)
in schools. Unfortunately, care experienced children are
significantly over-represented in this area of need. The nature of
SLCN for adoptive and SGO children will be discussed, including
the link between SLCN and behaviours that challenge. Ideas for
supporting SLCN in schools will then be considered in more detail. 

This session explores the construction, understanding, and experience
of identity for adopted and SGO children and young people (CYP).
We will think about the different factors influencing identity and
how identity impacts young people’s experience of education. We will
also spend some time exploring the impact of adolescence and the
role it plays in identity development. 

Contact:
For more information, please visit our website at https://adoptthamesvalley.co.uk/the-anchor-team/
You can contact us via email at ATV.anchorteam@oxfordshire.gov.uk  
You can contact our Educational Psychologist (Dr Jordan Self) to request or arrange training, or to
ask further questions, at jordan.self@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Who are we? 
The Anchor Team are a multi-disciplinary, therapeutic team made up of Clinical Psychologists, Senior
Practitioners, an Educational Psychologist and an Occupational Therapist. We are part of ATV and
work with adoptive families across Berkshire and Swindon, and Special Guardianship families in
Wokingham, and the Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead. 

Who is this training for and how can we access it?

Speech, Language, and Communication Needs
(SLCN) & Developmental Trauma

Adoption, Adolescence & Identity

Sessions can be booked, subject to availability, by:
Teams internal to Adopt Thames Valley (ATV) 
Virtual Schools in Berkshire and Swindon that are a part of ATV, either for
virtual school staff or for designated teachers as part of your training
offer. 

Schools in Berkshire and Swindon can also commission this training separately
at an additional cost, please just send us an email to discuss this. 

SLCN

https://adoptthamesvalley.co.uk/the-anchor-team/

